Docket No. IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

448563/0235 

Applicants: Takao Kobayashi, et al. Group Art Unit: Not Yet Known 

Application No.: Cont. of 09/996,860 Examiner: Not Yet Known 

Filed: Concurrently Herewith 
For: INK CARTRIDGE 

Date: October 29, 2003 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b)(1), within three months of the filing date of the subject application. 

Furthermore, the cited references constitute the art of record from parent 
application no. 09/996,860, which is relied upon for an earlier effective filing date pursuant to 35 
U.S.C. § 120. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of such prior art have not been 
submitted. 

Accordingly, no fee is believed to be due. Nevertheless, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any fees which may now or hereafter be due in connection with this 
application to Deposit Account No. 19-4709, as necessary. 
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It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such 
information has been considered. 

Favorable consideration and prompt allowance of this application is respectfully 
requested. In the event that there are any questions, or should additional information be required, 
please do not hesitate to contact applicant's attorney at the number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David L. Schaeffer ™ 

Registration No. 32,716 

Attorney for Applicants 

STROOCK & STROOCK & LAV AN LLP 

1 80 Maiden Lane 

New York, New York 10038-4982 
(212) 806-5400 
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Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box -> I + I PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 

I \ Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Unde r the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



C mplet if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Cont. of 09/996,860 



Concurrently Herewith 



Takao Kobayashi, et al. 



Not Yet Known 



Not Yet Known 



Sheet 



1 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



448563/0235 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Kind Code* 
Number , v 
(if known) 






3,972,547 




Itoya 


8/1976 








4,700,202 




Kuranishi et al. 


10/1987 








4,827,280 




Stamer et al. 


5/1989 








4,893,138 




Terasawa et al. 


1/1990 








4,965,596 




Nagoshi et al. 


10/1990 








5,244,092 




Karita et al. 


9/1993 








5,279,410 




Arashima et al. 


1/1994 








5,359,357 




Takagi et al. 


10/1994 








5,552,816 




Oda et al. 


9/1996 








5,631,682 




Takata 


5/1997 








5,657,058 




Mochizuki et al. 


8/1997 








5,666,146 




Mochizuki et al. 


9/1997 








5,790,157 




Higuma et al. 


8/1998 








5,886,721 




Fuji et al. 


3/1999 








4,677,447 




Nielsen 


6/1987 








6,000,788 




Iida 


12/1999 








6,193,364 


Bl 


lida 


2/2001 








2001/0006396 


Al 


Iida 


7/2002 








6,238,042 




Kobayashi et al. 


5/2001 








6,192,797 




Rea et al. 


2/2001 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS j 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite ' 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 

Kind Code 5 

Office 3 Number 4 (if known) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T* 






EP 


439 728 




Canon Inc. 


8/1991 










JP 


5-345423 




Canon Inc. 


12/1993 










EP 


0 609 863 




Seiko Epson Corp. 


8/1994 










EP 


0 631 874 




Canon Inc. 


1/1995 










JP 


59-176545 






11/1984 










JP 


2-198862 




Canon Inc. 


8/1990 










JP 


4-73158 




Canon Inc. 


3/1992 










JP 


7-89087 




Canon Inc. 


4/1995 










JP 


7-195703 




Canon Inc. 


8/1995 

























Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





"EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to comptete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 
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"EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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